The Giant of Doctrinal Deviation:
The Worship of God Apart from the Truth of God

Overall Series Statement
You cannot get the results God desires to give
While ignoring the commands God has given.

“The Giant” = GOLIATH
1 Samuel 17:45-47 Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a
sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But | come to you in the name of the
LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. % "This
day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and | will strike you and take your
head from you. And this day | will give the carcasses of the camp of the
Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the
earth may know that there is a God in Israel. #’ "Then all this assembly shall know
that the LORD does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD'S,
and He will give you into our hands."
e David accurately assessed the situation by the truth of God
e David accurately understood the truth of God
e David acted on the truth of God

The Giant of Doctrinal Deviation: The Issue
The WORLD Suppresses and Defies the Truth

e Hating the Truth Because of Their Evil Deeds
John 3:19-21 "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were
evil. 22 "For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 2! "But he who does the truth comes
to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in
God."

® Refusing to Accept the Clear Evidence of God (e.g. Evolution)
Romans 1:18-25 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness, *° because what may be known of God is manifest in them,
for God has shown jt to them.

20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power
and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, %! because, although they
knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became
futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

22 professing to be wise, they became fools, 22 and changed the glory of the
incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man-- and birds and
four-footed animals and creeping things. 2* Therefore God also gave them up
to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among
themselves, 2 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
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Propagating False “Knowledge”

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of
the world, and not according to Christ.

1 Timothy 6:20-21 O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust,
avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely
called knowledge—?%! by professing it some have strayed concerning the faith.
Grace be with you. Amen.

The CHURCH Abandons the Truth (This Can, Is, and Will Happen)

By handling the Word of God poorly (2 Pet 3:16)

as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are
some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people
twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.

By enabling unqualified teachers (1 Tim 1:3-11)

3 As | urged you when | went into Macedonia-- remain in Ephesus that you
may charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 4 nor give heed to fables
and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification
which is in faith. > Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure
heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith, ® from which some,
having strayed, have turned aside to idle talk, ’ desiring to be teachers of the
law, understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm.

By focusing on the unhelpful or unimportant

1 Tim 1:6 from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to idle talk,

1 Tim 2:16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more
ungodliness.

1 Tim 4:7 But reject profane and old wives' fables, and exercise yourself
toward godliness.

1 Tim 6:4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and
arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions,
1 Tim 6:20 O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the
profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called
knowledge

Titus 3:9 But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings
about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless.

By avoiding the whole counsel of God...

By pursuing false teaching

2 Tim 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine,
but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will
heap up for themselves teachers; % and they will turn their ears away from the
truth, and be turned aside to fables.

By succumbing to false teachers

2 Peter 2:1-3 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive
heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves



swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of
whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will
exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not
been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.

1 Timothy 4:1-3 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will
depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of
demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with
a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods
which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and
know the truth.

2 Timothy 3:1-7 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:
For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving,
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, *
traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, °
having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn
away! ® For of this sort are those who creep into households and make
captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, ’
always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
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The Giant of Doctrinal Deviation: Our Response

1.

Pastors Are to Preach the Word Faithfully

2 Tim 4:1-2 | charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach
the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,
with all longsuffering and teaching.

Pastors Are to Work Hard to Rightly Divide the Word
2 Tim 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does
not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

Pastors Are to Proclaim the Whole Counsel of God

Acts 20:20-21,26-27 2° "how | kept back nothing that was helpful, but
proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, %
"testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 2° "Therefore | testify to you this day that | am
innocent of the blood of all men. ¥ "For | have not shunned to declare to you
the whole counsel of God.

Pastors Are to Protect the Flock from Within and Without

Acts 20:28-31 28 "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God
which He purchased with His own blood. % "For | know this, that after my
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. ¥
"Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to
draw away the disciples after themselves. 3! "Therefore watch, and remember
that for three years | did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.

Believers Are to Embrace Their Need of the Word of God
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John 4:23-24 2 "But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to
worship Him. 2 "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth."

John 17:17 "Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

. Believers Are to Master Basic Truths

Hebrews 5:12-6:2 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you
need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and
you have come to need milk and not solid food. 3 For everyone who partakes
only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. * But
solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of
use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. ! Therefore,
leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to
perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works
and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

. Believers Are to Practice the Truth

Colossians 2:6-7 © As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have
been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.

. Believers Are to Focus Their Thinking on the Spiritual Continuously

Colossians 3:1-3 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on
things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God.

Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.

. Believers Are to Encourage One Another in the Truth

Hebrews 3:12-13 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart
of unbelief in departing from the living God; 3 but exhort one another daily,
while it is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.

Hebrews 10:24-25 2* And let us consider one another in order to stir up love
and good works, 2° not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see
the Day approaching.

10. Believers Are to Be Equipped and Protected by Their Shepherds

Acts 20:28-31

Hebrews 13:17 17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for
they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them
do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.

11.Believers Are to Meditate in the Word Day and Night

Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-3



